I have three reasons for choosing to serve a mission. They are: 1. My heritage 2. My Duty 3. My Testimony.

My Grandfathers and were all missionaries. My mother and father served 4 full time missions together. There is a large plaque on the wall of the lodge at the Westover Family Ranch with many names of missionaries from the Westover side of my family, but; the first missionary in the family of which I am aware is my second great grandfather, on my mother's side, James C Snow.  He was baptized in October of 1833. I quote from his history. 


In the year 1838, at Kirtland, Ohio, James C. Snow and Eliza Ann Carter were married. Eliza 
Ann was born 28 of September, 1818. She had joined the Church before meeting her future 
husband. In company with other converts to the Church, she had gone to Kirtland, to be with the 
body of the Saints, and there was invited into the home of Hyrum Smith, where she helped with 
the household tasks. During her stay there she had the opportunity of becoming well acquainted 
with the Prophet Joseph, his wife Emma, and many of the other Church leaders. She also 
received a blessing from Patriarch Joseph Smith Sen., in the Kirtland Temple.

James C. Snow and his wife, endured all of the hardships that were suffered by the Saints in 
their mobbings and drivings. They left Kirtland for Far West, Missouri, with William Carter in 
1838. The weather was cold and they suffered severely. They traveled until they came to Terre 
Haute, Indiana, where one of William's oxen died, leaving them with but one animal, so they 
could not go on. They had no money and of course, no house in which to go, but they obtained 
the privilege of cleaning out a horse stable, and were glad to move into it to get out of the 
storms. A few weeks later, the company of Hyrum Smith came by, and being acquainted with 
Eliza, he said he would take her along if she would ride in the baggage wagon and drive the 
team, and the men could walk. This they were glad to do . At Jacksonville, Illinois, one of 
Brother Hyrum's horses died, so the extra passengers were again left behind. There was a 
branch of the Church here, however, and Hyrum instructed the President of the branch to let 
Brother Snow preside there as a missionary, and to feed and clothe the family until the Kirtland 
camp came along in the fall. This they did. This President's name was Merrick and was later 
killed at the Haun's Mill Massacre in Missouri.

So the first missionary from my family in this dispensation was James Chauncey Snow. He was still serving as a missionary in Jacksonville, Illinois when Hyrum and Joseph were imprisoned in Liberty Jail, in Clay County Missouri.

In 1846 my second great grandfather on the Smith side, Albert Smith Sr. and his son Azariah Smith were called to serve a most unusual mission.  They were called upon to join the Mormon Battalion.  Marlon's second great grandfather John Buchanan was with them as they marched nearly 2000 miles from Council Bluffs Iowa to San Diego. These men whose families had been driven from there homes by mobs, whose appeals to the government had been rejected, said “Yes” to the prophet, Brigham Young when he called on them to join the United States Army. 

Why am I going on a mission?

Some time between now and the next 40 years, I fully expect to meet Grandpa Smith  and Grandpa Snow face to face and give account for my actions regarding our family legacy.

Gordon B Hinckley: “Never permit yourself to become a weak link in the chain of your generations”
“Don't be a scrub”

On Nov 30, 1957 I was baptized in the overlook chapel in Walnut Creek. The covenant I made on that day, I renewed with you today as we partook of the Sacrament.  From the sacrament prayer, “and witness unto thee, Oh God the Eternal Father, that they are willing to take upon them the name of thy Son”.  

The name of Jesus Christ is upon us!  His cause is our cause. We more than idolize him. We worship him. He is our God. 

Hear these words from page 173 from our book of prayers. “While of these emblems we partake, in Jesus' name and for his sake.” That word “sake” derives from the proto Germanic “sako” in contemporary German the word is “Sache” also meaning “thing”. Remember the 60s.   Do you own thing? Not now! It is the Lords thing, His cause, His work His honor and His glory that is all important.  

The words of Paul the apostle:


What? Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye 
have of God, and ye are not your own?


For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are 
God's. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20)

I have sinned and I have sought forgiveness through repentance.  Again, from the sacrament prayers, “that they may do it in remembrance of the blood of thy son, which was shed for them.” I am grateful that his atonement blesses all mankind but I am vitally and anxiously concerned that he shed his sinless blood for me. I believe that through his divine capacity as the Son of the Most High God his comprehended all of my individual, personal sins. There is no hope for me without Him. I owe him everything. I am bought with a price. I have nothing to offer in return but my will, my love and my allegiance. 

Matthew 28:19-20


Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 



and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

To whom was this commandment given?

It was to the eleven apostles, his authorized administrators, upon whose heads he had laid his hands when he ordained them.

To whom has He given this charge today?

In a revelation called the olive leaf, completed in January of 1833 the Lord answered the prayers of a conference of High Priests as follows:

Section 88:81


Behold, I sent you out to testify and warn the people, and it becometh every man who hath been 
warned to warn his neighbor.

Every Man…..We honor and appreciate the unselfish missionary work that is so admirably given by our beloved sisters. But to the brethren of the priesthood it is a commandment.

Said the apostle Peter: “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light:”

Thomas S Monson:
“Every worthy, able young man should prepare to serve a mission….Missionary service is a priesthood duty an obligation.”
And what about those of us who are not so young any longer?

Elder Boyd K Packer of the quorum of the twelve has said: 

“In your golder years there is so much to do and so much to be. Do not withdraw into a retirement from life, into amusement. That for some would be useless, even selfish. You may have served a mission and been released and consider yourself as having completed your service in the Church, but you are never released from being active in the gospel. 'If' the Lord said, 'ye have desires to serve God ye are called to the work.'”

It is my sacred obligation and duty, as well as  my desire to serve God all the days of my life>

What if there comes a moment when you don't feel like being the good person, making the righteous decision, following the prophet, going to meeting or seminary, reading the scriptures. What if you don't feel a strong desire to serve a full time mission or seek the blessings of the temple ?

What if you want the blessing of eternal happiness but you also desire the popular things of the world.

Dallin Oaks has said, “Mediocrity need not be permanently disabling. “

It should be happy news for you to know that as you put your faith in the Savior's promises, your desires will change.  You can change your likes and desires.

In 1939, my Uncle Leon served a full time mission to Norway. One of the things for which he developed a taste while there was buttermilk. As a boy I watched my Dad and Leon drinking it so, naturally I asked for a taste. My reaction to it's flavor was one of revulsion and near gagging. I never wanted to taste that stuff again, that is until I found myself serving a full time mission in Austria. I admired and loved my uncle and my father and I thought to myself, if they can like it, so can I....so I bought some. It was  worse than I remembered yet I was determined. I took a second taste and over the course of several hours, managed to finish it off. It was several days later before I undertook a second trial and I suppose it was somewhere between 4 and 5 such trials when I found that I could begin to enjoy a nice cold glass of buttermilk. I buy myself a carton of buttermilk every now and then to this day. I put it in the refrigerator and there it waits for me. Nobody else ever drinks it. I enjoy it alone.

What this experience has taught me is that we can alter our tastes and desires. Have you ever thought about this?

2 Corinthians 3:18 “ But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.”

Here's the scripture: Moroni 10:32 


“Yea, come unto Christ, and be perfected in him, and deny yourselves of all ungodliness, and 
love God with all your might, mind and strength, then is his grace sufficient for you, that by his 
grace ye may be perfect in Christ; and if by the grace of God ye are perfect in Christ, ye can in 
nowise deny the power of God.”

When you feel like swearing and don't you are denying yourself of ungodliness.  When you turn away from an illicit  sexual attraction, reject vulgar communications, unkind thoughts, and anger you are denying yourself ungodliness. When you insist on spending your best time and effort on learning of Jesus Christ and fulfilling your callings you are denying yourself of all ungodliness.

President Dieter F Uchtdorf wrote :

 “The pioneers learned that doing hard things deepened and strengthened body, mind and spirit; magnified their understanding of their divine nature; and heightened their compassion for others. This habit firmed their souls and became a blessing to them long after their trek across the plains and mountains had ended.”

Denying yourself of all ungodliness can be harder than a mountain climb, especially if it involves conquering a wicked habit involving sex, drugs, food, or mind numbing technology.

Thomas S Monson (GC Oct. 2014)

The Church continues to grow. We are now more than 15 million strong and increasing in numbers. Our missionary efforts are going forward unhindered. We have over 88,000 missionaries serving, sharing the gospel message the world over. We reaffirm that missionary work is a priesthood duty, and we encourage all worthy and able young men to serve. We are very grateful for the young women who also serve. They make a significant contribution, although they are not under the same mandate to serve as are the young men.

James 5:20

20 Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.

Section 18

 15 And if it so be that you should labor all your days in crying repentance unto this people, and bring, save it be one soul unto me, how great shall be your joy with him in the kingdom of my Father!

 16 And now, if your joy will be great with one soul that you have brought unto me into the kingdom of my Father, how great will be your joy if you should bring many souls unto me!

Sect 80:3
 3 Wherefore, go ye and preach my gospel,
Testimony

